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ABSTRACT 

 

This thesis with title ”Students’ Difficulties In Understanding Phrasal Verbs In 

Speaking, discusses the difficulties of students in understanding Phrasal verbs at fifth 

semester. The writer choose the fifth semester because they have some problems or questions 

where they not understand about phrasal verbs especially in speaking. This thesis purpose to 

the students that improve their speaking. In this research  the writer use the qualitative 

research. The writer took the data in field research with observation that in recording so that 

the writer know the kinds of phrasal verbs that use it. The writer took the 10  students as the 

sample from the 21 students. Besidely, the writer give some questions to students so that get 

the informations about the difficulties that happen to the students. The instruments of 

research are interview and recording. The result of this research have severals difficulties in 

understanding phrasal verbs. Based on the interview they are have difficulties. The seldom to 

use the phrasal verb, lack of vocabulary of phrasal verbs, not understand about meaning, and 

they dont have enough books. So the result are from 10 students : five the students difficult in 

lact of vocabularies and meanings, three students difficult in understand of meaning, and two 

students difficult in voabularies. Meanwhile based on the recording, the writer have the result 

about kinds of phrasal verbs that many students use adverbial phrasal verbs that combines 

with an adverbial particle to form a new vocabulary item. In addition, some of the students 

use the preposition phrasal verbs. As the conclution the writer hope the students understand 

about phrasal verbs and use it. Than, the writer hopely, this thesis useful for the students and 

to writer self. 

 

Key words: Students’ Difficulties, Phrasal verbs, Speaking.  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Background of Study 

Language is a communication tool that allows humans to interact with each 

other. It  has many functions in the world, language used by all of the people for 

communicating with other and getting information. In communication we must 

use a good language. When we do it we must have a good grammar. Grammar is 

one of aspect that important to improve the ability of language. The art, sciences, 

law, economics systems, and religions of the world could not exist without 

language. We know that in the world there are at least 1000 different human 

language. Although each has distinct set of world and grammar they have part of 

speech.
1
 As a knowing all them we must be understands of rule in the sentence. 

Someone do not learn language by memorizing million of sentence instead, they 

learn with grammar. 

Speaking is a language skill that is developed in child life, which is 

produced by listening skill, and at that period speaking skill is learned.
2
 In other 

meaning is an interactive process of constructing meaning that involves 

producing and receiving and processing information
3
. It is form and meaning are 

dependent on the context in which it occurs, including the participants themselves, 

their collective experiences, the physical environment, and the purposes for 

speaking. It is often spontaneous, open-ended, and evolving. However, speech is 

                                                 
1
 Particial K. Werner, Mosaic 2 Grammar  (New York: The Me Graw-Hill. 2007), p.5 

2
 Guntur Tarigan, Prinsip-Prinsip Dasar Metode Riset Pengajaran dan Pembelajaran 

Bahasa (Bandung: Angkasa, 1990) 
3 http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/Speak.html 

1 

http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/Speak.html
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not always unpredictable. Language functions (or patterns) that tend to recur in 

certain discourse situations (e.g., declining an invitation or requesting time off 

from work), can be identified and charted
4
. For example, when a salesperson asks 

"May I help you?" the expected discourse sequence includes a statement of need, 

response to the need, offer of appreciation, acknowledgement of the appreciation, 

and a leave-taking exchange. 

In speaking should notice the grammar. It can be description of the structure 

of a language and the way in which linguistic in the language. It is usually takes 

into account the meanings and functions these sentence have in the overall system 

of the language.
5
 It means the most important aspect in language especially 

English language. It can make the students mastering and increasing a language, 

sentence, words, and more. In grammar many structure that use in sentence. Such 

as; verb, noun, phrase, adverb, adjective, preposition, conjunction, and more. But 

in this case, the writer focus on phrasal verb in speaking. 

As the writer know before, English have four skills. Such as, listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. Every skill in language learning support on to 

other. Although there are four skills, but the writer focus in speaking. Speaking is 

very important skill in English subject. Because it can comunicate with each other 

well. 

                                                 
  4 http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/Speak.html 

               
5
 Jack Ricard, Longman Dictionary of applied Linguistics (England Longman Hause, 

1985) p, 125 

http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/Speak.html
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Difficulties are factors causing trouble in achieving positive result or 

tending to produce negative result.
6
 Phrasal verb is frasal that combination 

between standart verb like make, go, take, and with one or two particles. Phrasal 

verb also a part of grammar. 

The fifth semester students of English Department of IAIN Zawiyah Cot 

Kala Langsa are prepared to be a competent English teacher in the future. They 

are demanded not only to master English language passively but also actively. To 

be active in communicating in English of course students should master about 

grammar in speaking. But in fact, when they are confuse in grammar when speak 

up. It has been proven that the students are very rarely to speak English either 

inside or outside the class. This situation is become a big question that need to be 

found the answer. Thus, it is important to find out what problems that make 

students do not have ability in grammar especially understanding in phrasal verb. 

The students have difficulties in understands phrasal verbs. This problem caused 

by several factors. Perhaps the students did not understand about words, 

vocabulary, meaning, and others. 

Phrasal verb is one of the characteristics of most English verbs that can be 

combined with a preposition or an adverbial particle to generate a new meaning. 

phrasal verbs are combination of a verb and a particle. A particle can be an adverb 

(such as "out" or "away") for instances: "go out", "put away", or it can be a 

preposition (such as "with" or "from") for example: "deal with", "shrink from". 

Some phrasal verbs have two particles; both an adverb and a preposition for 

                                                 
6
 Fetarina, The Boarding Students: Diffeculties in Listening English Dialinguist Spoken by 

Native Speaker (Darussalam syiah Kuala University, 2007), 8 
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example: "get on with", "stand up for". It means that phrasal verbs have one of 

semantic unity which cannot be separated from word for word translation. If 

phrasal verbs are translated word for word, they will produce new meanings, they 

have been included in a skill to convey the original material of one language to 

another one.
7
 

Phrasal verbs are varied in classification. There are some experts who have 

classified phrasal verb into several types or aspects. Who classifies the phrasal 

verb into two types, there are adverbial phrasal verb and prepositional phrasal 

verb. Who has divided phrasal verbs based on its word order, namely separable 

phrasal verbs and inseparable phrasal verbs. And the last, who has classified phrasal 

verb into several types, there are syntax, semantic and pragmatic.8 

The writer expect that the students must have understand and master about 

phrasal verb in speaking. The student also have skill in communicate to each 

other. 

Based on the above description, in speaking there is possibility that students 

still face  difficulties in prhasal verb. Therefore, the writer wants to do a research 

by entitled “Students’ Difficulties in understanding Phrasal Verb in Speaking 

(A Study of the Fifth Semester PBI IAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala)” 

B. The Problem of Study 

  Based on the background above, this study focuses on the following 

problem: 

                                                 
 
7
 Michael McCharthy, English Phrasal Verb In Use (Cambridge University Press) 

8
 Guntur Tarigan, Prinsip-Prinsip Dasar Metode Riset Pengajaran dan Pembelajaran 

Bahasa (Bandung: Angkasa, 1990) 

 



5 

 

1. What are the difficulties of the fifth Semester students’ of PBI IAIN 

Zawiyah Cot Kala in understanding phrasal verb in speaking? 

2. What kinds of phrasal verbs used in speaking of the fifth Semester PBI 

IAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala in understanding phrasal verb in speaking? 

C. The Purpose of Study 

1. To find out the difficulties of fifth Semester PBI IAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala 

in understanding phrasal verb in speaking. 

2. To find out the kinds of phrasal verbs that they speak of fifth Semester PBI 

IAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala in understanding phrasal verb in speaking. 

D. The Scope of Study 

The scope of this reseach is limited to describe of the student difficulties and 

kinds of phrasal verbs in understanding phrasal verb in speaking.  

In this research, the writer want to see about as far as they got difficulties in 

understanding phrasal verbs. 

E. The Significance of Study  

The significance of this study is as follow: 

1. Theoretical  

The writer hopes that this research would be useful to improve the learners 

understanding about phrasal verb, especially in speaking. Besides, the writer 

hopes this thesis can provide the readers some information about the essential of 

grammar especially phrasal verb. Threfore, the result of this research can be 

benefited by readers to solve their difficulties to reach their target in 
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understanding phrasal verb in speaking and finally could finish their research 

easily. 

2. Practical  

The writer hopes this research thesis can be a reference for others in the 

field of teaching and learning, especially lecturers and undergraduate students in 

finishing their study. 

F. Theoretical Framework 

Difficulties are factors causing trouble in achieving positive result or 

tending to produce negative result.
9
 Phrasal verb is frasal that combination 

between standart verb like make, go, take, and so on with one or two particles. 

Speaking is a language skill that is developed in child life, which is 

produced by listening skill, and at that peiod speaking skill is learned.
10

 

Grammar is description of the structure of a language and the way in which 

linguistic in the language. Grammar usually takes into account the meanings and 

functions these sentence have in the overall system of the language.
11

 

Phrasal verb is one of the characteristics of most English verbs that can be 

combined with a preposition or an adverbial particle to generate a new meaning. 

Phrasal verbs are combination of a verb and a particle. A particle can be an adverb 

(such as "out" or "away") for instances: "go out", "put away", or it can be a 

preposition (such as "with" or "from") for example: "deal with", "shrink from". 

                                                 
9
 Fetarina, The Boarding Students: Diffeculties in Listening English Dialinguist Spoken by 

Native Speaker (Darussalam syiah Kuala University, 2007), 8 
10

 Guntur Tarigan, Prinsip-Prinsip Dasar Metode Riset Pengajaran dan Pembelajaran 

Bahasa (Bandung: Angkasa, 1990) 
11

 Jack Ricard, Longman Dictionary of applied Linguistics (England Longman Hause, 

1985) p, 125 
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Some phrasal verbs have two particles; both an adverb and a preposition for 

example: "get on with", "stand up for". It means that phrasal verbs have one of 

semantic unity which cannot be separated from word for word translation. If 

phrasal verbs are translated word for word, they will produce new meanings, they 

have been included in a skill to convey the original material of one language to 

another one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




