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ABSTRACT

English is one of the international languages that is used by many people in the
world. It is the foreign language used by the Indonesian. It is learned in schools. In the
education, it is one of the subjects applied from basic education to university. English
develop the four skills namely listening, reading, speaking, and writing. In writing, there
are some common problems found by students such as; grammatical, mechanical, and
collocation. The students made many mistakes in writing collocation. It is caused by
students have lack of knowledge about collocation. Students often use incorrect
collocation in their writing, which is inappropriate with the pattern. Incorrect collocation
in writing is one of the constraints for the learners to achieve good writing quality. This
thesis focuses under the title The Correlation between Students’ Mastery on Lexical
Collocation and Their Writing Skills. The problem in this study is students difficult to
combine words in writing. The goal of this study is to find out whether there is correlation
between students’ lexical collocation mastery and their writing ability at English
department student of IAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa. The population of this study is the
students of fifth semester. The samples of this study are one of class of fifth semester.
This is a quantitative research. This research uses the correlation method. The writer
made the test as instrument in collecting data and used product moment and t-test formula
to calculation. The result is that the value of correlation thiwung = 6,572 higher than tuape =
1,734. It means that there is high correlation between students’ understanding of
collocation and their writing ability. The conclusion that there is significance correlation
between them and the hypothesis is accepted.

Keywords: correlation, lexical collocation, writing
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of The Study

English is one of the international languages that is used by many people
in the world. It is the foreign language used by the Indonesian. It is learned in
schools. In the education, it is one of the subjects applied from basic education to

university and most science books written by English.

According to Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP), one of the
goals of learning English is to develop the abilities to communicate spoken and
written. The skills are developed by English include listening, reading, speaking,
and writing. The fourth of abilities are interconnected with each other, such as;
listening skills must be mastered by the students because it helps the students to
recognize the sounds that differentiate meaning, new vocabulary, and grammar.
Reading skill is important for students will acquire new vocabulary. Speaking
and writing skills can help students express their ideas, thoughts, and feelings
through spoken and written.

Vocabulary is one of the most important aspects in learning English.
Learning language without vocabulary is impossible. The Psycholinguistic study
showed there is relationship between the mastery of vocabulary and creativity as
well as skill in the language, such as speaking or writing skill. Someone who has a

lot of vocabulary will be easier and more creative in speaking and writing.



Writing is an ability to expresses ideas which contains imagination and
creativity. Writing is one of the most important skills in English which has aspect
like grammar and phrase. If grammar and phrase used incorrectly will effect the
meaning. Generally, students at higher level learn writing. Particularly, at 1AIN
Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa. The students learn writing, such as; writing 1, writing
2, writing 3, writing 4, academic writing and seminar and thesis writing. The aims
are to make the students have competency in writing. However, there are some
common problems found by students such as; grammatical, mechanical, and
collocation.

Collocation is one of the most important aspects of writing. The students
made many mistakes in writing collocation. It is because students have lack of
knowledge about collocation. Students often use incorrect collocation in their
writing, which is inappropriate with the pattern. Incorrect collocation in writing is
one of the constraints for the learners to achieve good writing quality. For
instance, they tend to use the collocation “make homework” to explain a task
given by the teacher. They do at home, while native speaker uses the collocation
“do homework”. They replace the verb “do” with “make”.

Based on the researcher’s experience when she was in fifth semester at
IAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa. She found some problems faced by students such
as the students found it difficult to combine word in writing. They did not know
the meaning of the vocabulary. So that they felt confuse when they have to
combine, interpret, and apply the words into their writing as English collocation is

different from Indonesian collocation. Collocation is the merger of two words into
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a new word that has a new meaning in English. Therefore, the researcher is
interested in conducting research to find out the relationship between students’
lexical collocation mastery and writing ability

A similar research conducted by zahra yazdandoost entitled The
Relationship among Collocation Knowledge and Listening, Speaking, Reading
and Writing Proficiency of Iranian EFL Learners. The objective of this research
was to explore the relationship between knowledge of collocation with reading,
writing, speaking, and listening proficiency of Iranian EFL learners. The study
showed that knowledge of collocation can be predicator for four skills. It is
proved to be a prerequisite for successful language learning. This research asserts
the knowledge of collocation is very important and influence in language
learning®.

Another research conducted by Hamdi entitled an Analysis of the Use of
Collocation in Students’ Writing. The purpose of the study was to describe the use
of collocation in essay writing three or five paragraphs. The collocation patterns in
analysis in the paper are verb + noun collocation and adjective + noun collocation.
The results of research showed that the use of verb + noun collocation at the level
of "good™" and adjective + noun collocation at the level of "excellent". Therefore it
can be concluded that the use of verb + noun collocation and adjective + noun

collocation is not the main problem in essay writing three to five paragraphs. So,

! Zahra yazdandoost, “The Relationship Among Collocation Knowledge And Speaking,
Reading, And Writing Proficiency of Iranian Efl Learners,” journal of international scientific
publications, no.8 (2004), 400
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it can be concluded that the use of verb + noun collocation is more difficult than
the use of the adjective + noun collocation?.

The similarity between the previous researches with this research is at the
focus of research which is about the correlation between lexical collocations and
writing skill. The differences are first researcher connects lexical collocation
mastery in four skills with their second language. The second researcher analyzed
the use of collocation in the students’ essay. Whereas in my research connects
lexical collocation mastery and students’ writing skills. Other difference is at the
place of the research.

Based on the above explanation, the researcher will conduct a research,
under the title “The Correlation Between Students’ Mastery On Lexical
Collocation And Their Writing Skills At English Education Department lain
Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa”

B. Research Question

The research question of this study is that:
Is there correlation between students’ lexical collocation mastery and
their writing ability at English department student of 1AIN Zawiyah

Cot Kala Langsa?

2 Hamdi, An Analysis of The Use of Collocation in Students’ Writing (padang: universitas
negeri padang, 2013), 349
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C. Research Objective
The goal of this study is that
To find out whether there is correlation between students’ lexical
collocation mastery and their writing ability at English department
student of IAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa or not
D. Significance of The Research
The results of this study have several advantages for other researchers,
teachers, and the researcher. Here are some benefits:
a. Other researchers
This research can be a reference for other researchers who conduct for the
research with the same topic
b. The lecturers
This study is expected to provide information to students about
collocations and their writing skills, where teachers will help their students when
they faced some problems in mastering both. Lecturer can use the results of the
research as feedback in teaching writing so that the goal of English teaching
program can be achieved.
c. The researcher
By doing this study, the writer hopes that she is able to learn and to get
other information to identify the problems in the collocation and writing. Besides,

the writer is able to get new knowledge and experience that is very rewarding.



13

E. Hypotheses
Arikunto assumes that the hypothesis is a tentative answer to the problem of
research, until proven by the data collected®. Margono, S. explains that the
hypothesis is a temporary answer to the problem of theoretical research that is
considered most likely or highest level of truth. Technically, the hypothesis is a
statement about the state of the population to be tested for truth through data
obtained from the research sample®. Statistically, the hypothesis is a declaration of
state of the parameters that will be tested through a statistical sample.
The hypotheses of the study are proposed in terms of null hypotheses (Ha) and
alternative hypotheses (Ho). They are follows:
(Ha): There is a correlation between students’ lexical collocation mastery
and student writing ability at English department student of IAIN Zawiyah
Cot Kala Langsa
(Ho): There is no correlation between students’ lexical collocation mastery
and student writing ability at English department student of IAIN Zawiyah

Cot Kala Langsa

3 Arikunto, Suharsimi. Manajemen Penelitian (Jakarta: PT. Rineka Cipta, 2000), 134
4 Margono, Metodologi Penelitian Pendidikan (Jakarta: PT. Rineka Cipta, 2009), 134
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F. Terminology
1. writing
Caroline T in cited in Richard kern writing is functional communication,
making learners possible to create imagined worlds of their own design®. Writing
is a writing not only writing something in a paper, but how we can develop it®
Based the statement above, the researchers concluded that writing is a
composition that involves thinking that is written on paper or other medias to
deliver ideas in the form of the text that will presented to the readers
1. collocation
According hill in cited in zahra collocation is words that are placed together in
a way that is predictable. In addition, Nation claims that collocation refers to a
group of words that belong together.”. Bahns & Eldaw, in cited in Arshad Abd
Samad Collocation competence is a central component of native speakers’
communicative competence®. This means that collocation is two different words

which has different meanings and placed together. For instance”do homework”

5 Richard Kern, Literacy and Language Teaching, (New York: Oxford University Press,
2000), 172.

& Khoirul MuzakkKi, The Use Of Environmental Media To Improve Students’ Descriptive
Text Writing (Semarang : Walisongo State Institute For Islamic Studies, 2012), 6.

T zahra yazdandoost, “The Relationship Among Collocation Knowledge And Listening,
Speaking, Reading And Writing Proficiency of Iranian Efl Learners ,” journal of international
scientific publications, no. 8, 2004, 408.

8 Arshad Abd Samad,” The Use of Verb Noun Collocations in Writing Stories among
Iranian EFL Learners,” journal of international scientific publications, no. 3, 2011, 158.



