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ABSTRACT

Name: Nurlaila Wati, Place/Date of Birth: Aceh Utara, 22" October1992, Reg.
No: 1042010114, The Title of Thesis: THE USE OF JOURNAL WRITING TO
IMPROVE STUDENTS WRITING SKILL FOR THE SECOND YEAR
STUDENTS OF MAN KP. TEUNGOH LANGSA.

Sinceyears ago,peopleoftenthinkthatwritingisthemostdifficultskill.Limitedin
grammar, difficultinwordchoice and afraid ofmakingmistakesare somereasons
why writingviewed asdifficultskill. These also made most of the second year
students in Man Kp. Teungoh Langsa most difficulties in writing, develop their
imagination, low scores, and felt bored to write written English. Therefore, a lot of
practices are needed to improve writing skill. The writer should give an
appropriate media or strategy in learning writing to provide more changes for
students to improve their skill in writing. The Journal is a media that is expected
to give a change for the learners because they can write their daily pleasing
situation or experience that make them feel free to write. The objective of this
research is to find out the effect of journal writing in improving students’ writing
skill in recount text. The writer were conducted in Man Kp. Teungoh Langsa, for
the second year students in the first semester of academic year 2015/2016. The
study belongs to Experimental research, with pre-test and post test design.In this
research the writer took two classes, experimental and control class. The pre-test
and post-test were done in both classes. The writer gave a treetment using journal
in experimental class while in control class, the writer did not use journal.The
learning process was conducted for three times. After analyzing data of the
research. The data were obtained by using some instruments. Among them were
test (consist of pretest and posttest).Based on the test given, the experiment group
got higher score than control group. The experiment group got 5. 30 and the
control group got 1.56. The result of the study that there was positive effect of
using Journal writing to improve students writing skill for the second grade
students of Man Kp. Teungoh Langsa. By comparing the test result by using T-
test that show T-score>T-table that 5.30>2.75. By examining the hypothesis Ha
was accepted it means that students who were taught by using journal writing can
comprehend the text better than students who were not taughtby journal writing.
Keyword: Writing, Effect, Journal Writing, Improving Students’ Skill in
Recount Text
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ABSTRACT

Name: Nurlaila Wati, Place/Date of Birth: Aceh Utara, 22" October1992, Reg.
No: 1042010114, The Title of Thesis: THE USE OF JOURNAL WRITING TO
IMPROVE STUDENTS WRITING SKILL FOR THE SECOND YEAR
STUDENTS OF MAN KP. TEUNGOH LANGSA.

Since years ago,people often think that writing isthe most difficult skill.Limited in
grammar, difficultin word choice and afraid of making mistakes are some
reasons why writing viewed as difficult skill. These also made most of the second
year students in Man Kp. Teungoh Langsa most difficulties in writing, develop their
imagination, low scores, and felt bored to write written English. Therefore, a lot of
practices are needed to improve writing skill. The writer should give an
appropriate media or strategy in learning writing to provide more changes for
students to improve their skill in writing. The Journal is a media that is expected
to give a change for the learners because they can write their daily pleasing
situation or experience that make them feel free to write. The objective of this
research is to find out the effect of journal writing in improving students’ writing
skill in recount text. The writer were conducted in Man Kp. Teungoh Langsa, for
the second year students in the first semester of academic year 2015/2016. The
study belongs to Experimental research, with pre-test and post test design.In this
research the writer took two classes, experimental and control class. The pre-test
and post-test were done in both classes. The writer gave a treetment using journal
in experimental class while in control class, the writer did not use journal.The
learning process was conducted for three times. After analyzing data of the
research. The data were obtained by using some instruments. Among them were
test (consist of pretest and posttest). Based on the test given, the experiment group
got higher score than control group. The experiment group got 5. 30 and the
control group got 1.56. The result of the study that there was positive effect of
using Journal writing to improve students writing skill for the second grade
students of Man Kp. Teungoh Langsa. By comparing the test result by using T-
test that show T-score>T-table that 5.30>2.75. By examining the hypothesis Ha
was accepted it means that students who teach by using journal writing can
comprehend the text better than students who were taught by journal writing.
Keyword: Writing, Effect, Journal Writing, Improving Students’ Skill in
Recount Text
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of Study

English is one of the international language, spoken in many countries
both as a native and as a second or foreign language. People have been obtained
and provide information that was very important to develop one self and
environment. By language, we can interact and express about our feeling, idea, to
the others. Bolinger explains that language can be used as a means to control
people and to influence what they think and do.*

In learning English language, there are four skills taught to students, such
as: listening, speaking, reading and writing. At school, students are demanded to
be good at those skills. Those are important skills in learning English. In practice,
learning English are often taught after studying the other sciences, but this all not
change that English skill are very important in Education.

Commonly, writing is one of the most difficult skill to master, because it
has structure to make it to be a good or perfect writing.? Writing skill is complex
and sometimes difficult to teach, requiring master not only of gramatical and
rhetorical devices but also of conceptual and judgemental element.’

The learning of writing need and practice, the teacher should make
students enjoy developing their imigination and perspective about something. In

writing, there are micro and macro skills. The micro skill consists of conduct

! D. Bolinger, Language: The Loaded Weapon (London: Longman, 1990), 95.

2 Alice, Ochima and Hogue, Writing Academic English, Third Edition (United State Of
America: Addwason Wesley Publwasing Company 1999), 3.

% JB Heaton, Writing English Language Text (New york: Logman Grup Inc, 1989), 135.



graphemes and orthographic, produce and efficient rate of writing, produce and
use appropriate wold and etc. The macroskill consists of using cohesive devices
in writen discourse, using the rhetorical forms and conventions, accomplish the
communicate functions, convey links and connection.* Micro and macro skills
are so important to help students write a text or any written English effectively

Moreover, the principles for teaching writing skill consist of incorporate
practice of good writer, balance process and product, account for cultural,
connect reading and writing, provide authentic writing, frame your techniques in
term of prewriting, drafting, and revising stages.” The principles of writing are
needed to know to make the writing easy to compose any kinds of English
written easy to compose any kinds of English written easily and accurately.

Usually, syllabus of junior and senior high schools curriculum requires
students to be able to write some kinds of genre in writing. They are narrative,
recount, descriptive, report, explanation, argument, hortatory exposition,
procedure, and news items.

Based on the above explanation, one of them is recount. Recount text is
one the genre that must be mastered by students at second year students of MAN
Kp.Teungoh Langsa. They can visualize the topic and enter into the writer’s
experience. Recount is a kind of genre that has social function to retell event

for the purpose of informing or entertaining. The tense that used in recount text

* Doughlas Brown, Principles of language Learning and Teaching (San Fransisco State
University), 399.
> Doughlas Brown, 402.



is past tense. The social purpose of recount is to reconstruct past experiences by

retelling events in original sequence.®

In fact, based on the preliminary teaching and the writer’s observation at
the second year students of MAN Kp. Teungoh Langsa, the writer found some

problems, they are follow:

1. Most of students had difficulties in writing and not develop their
imagination.

2. The writing skill in recount text of the students is low.

3. They had lack of vocabulary.

4. Afraid of making mistakes and they experienced the difficulty
in choosing the correct word.

5. Their felt bored and stressful to write a written language.

6. They got low score in writing.

In this study, the writer proposed using Journal writing, especially less an
idea and less an strategy in writing skill that make students more creative,

independent to solve the problem in their writing skill.

Writing has some types, they are imitative, intensive, self writing, display
writing, and real writing.” One self writing kinds is journal. Journal is a media
like a notes, book, pad, etc. that generally has function as a diary. Journal is same

as the diary, but that not contains of the students experience only. Tarigan

% Ken Hyland, Genre and Second Language Writing (The United State of America:
The University of Michigan Press, 2004), 29.
" Ken Hyland, 399.



explained that Journal is one of the personal notes that actually almost same
with the diary, on the diary we are the talking points and so do on the journal,
but the difference is that on the journal we are given other people to read our
journal while on the diary we usually keep our privacy.®

Futhermore, based on the description, the writer want to conduct a
research eatitted “THE USE OF JOURNAL WRITING TO IMPROVE
STUDENTS’ WRITING SKILL FOR THE SECOND YEAR OF MAN Kp.

TEUNGOH LANGSA”

B. Problem of Study
Based on the background of study, the problems which want to be solved
in this research are:
1. Is there any effect of using journal writing in improving students’ writing
skill at the second year students of Man Kp.Teungoh Langsa?
2. What is the advantage and the disadvantage of using journal writing in
improving students’ writing skill at the second year students of Man

Kp.Teungoh Langsa?

C. Purpose of Study
The purpose of the study are:

1. To find out effect using journal writing to improve students’ writing skill

® Prof. DR H. Guntur, Taringan, Menulis Sebagai Suatu Keterampilan Bahasa
(Bandung:Angkasa, 2008), 9.



2. To find out the advantage and the disadvantage of using journal writing in

improving students’ writing skill.

D. Significance of Study

The writer hopes that this research can give contribution for some people
such as:.

a. For the teacher
A journal writing can be used as one of the media in teaching writing
skill.

b. For the students
It helps the students’ writing skill by journal writing, because journal is
interesting and has more topics to share.

c. For the writer and other researchers
It will get new knowledge and experience in teaching students’ writing

skill using journal writing.

E. Hypothesis
The hypothesis of this study are:
H, = There is effect of using journal writing to improve students’ writing
skill for the second year students of Man Kp.Teungoh Langsa.
H, = There is no effect of using journal writing to improve students’
writing skill for the second year students of Man Kp.Teungoh

Langsa.



F. Terminology
1. Writing Skill

Writing skills are specific abilities which help students or writers put their
thoughts into words in a meaningful form and to mentally interact with the
message. It helps the learner gain independence, comprehensibility, fluency and
creativity in writing. Writing is functional communication, making learners
possible to create imagined worlds of their own design.®

2. Journal writing

Journal is one of the personal notes that actually almost same with the
diary, on the diary we are the talking points and so do on the journal, but the
difference is that on the journal we ask other people to read our journal while on

the diary we usually keep our privacy.™

3. Recount Text

According to Hyland, recount is a kind of genre that has social
function to retell event for the purpose of informing or entertaining. The tense
that used in recount text is past tense. The social purpose of recount is to

reconstruct past experiences by retelling events in original sequence. *

® Richard Kern, Literacy and Language Teaching (New York: Oxford University Press,
2000), 172.

9prof. DR H. Guntur, Taringan, Menulis Sebagai Suatu Keterampilan Bahasa
(Bandung: penerbit Angkasa.2008). 9.

1 Ken Hyland, Genre and Second Language Writing (The United State of America:
The University of Michigan Press, 2004), 29.
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