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ABSTRACT

Abstract is a short explanation about information in a thesis. Writing the abstract
involves clear thinking and full expression because abstract is the first part which
the reader will read about. The main problem, however, is about the students’
difficulties in writing abstract. This study was carried out in STAIN Zawiyah Cot
Kala Langsa. This study was qualitative descriptive. The object of research was
the graduated students of English department which was taken based on purposive
sampling technique. The purpose of this research is to know the students’
difficulties, and the factors that cause students faced difficulties in writing
abstract. In order to obtain the data needed, the writer conducted questionnaire
and interview. Furthermore, the writer analyzed the data by using percentage
formula and interactive model to find out the result of this research. The result of
this research was the respondents found difficulties in writing abstract. Most of
the students found internal and external difficulties in writing abstract. The
internal difficulties were in writing components about 65%, length abstract about
75%, and the use of tense in abstract 65%. Meanwhile, the external difficulties
were lack of reference about 80% and feeling anxiety about 64%. The result of the
last average reached 70% of students faced difficulties. The reasons that cause
them faced difficulties were there was no guidance book about how to write
abstract well. Moreover, they still confuse in writing abstract because it is the first
time they write it and should comprehend their thesis. They do not know the
procedure of writing abstract as well. The result proved that they faced difficulties
in writing abstract. Based on the research, the researcher suggests that the lecturer
needs to give explanation clearly to the students about how to write a good and
effective abstract.

Key word : Students’ difficulties, writing abstract
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

In academic writing, essays, articles, and reviews often begin with a
summary, called an abstract. An abstract is a brief summary, a few sentences, that
helps researcher to decide whether she/he wants to locate and read the entire
article.!. Writing an excellent abstract is vital to encourage readers to obtain the
full paper, read it, and cite it. Writing a good and effective abstract for an article
or a thesis is a sub-skill of the writing skill in the field of TEFL as well. Like a
paragraph writing for example, it should meet some criteria. The essential
components of abstract are the background, the problem, the methods, the results,
and the implications of study. According to American Psychology Association
(APA) Style, abstract should be interesting and containing all the key words and
avoids complex sentences. It is written after the report is completed, although it is
intended to be read first.> Writing abstract is one of an essential part, which
contains of short summary from thesis. It is highly specialized form of academic
writing. The abstract of an article, a paper or a thesis is a very important part for
the researcher as well as the reader.

Abstract has function and purpose in theses as well. Many abstracts are

published without the complete paper itself in abstract journals or in online

'Brenda Spatt, Writing From Sources, (Bos_ton: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2011), 310.
2Mahsoub Abdul-Sadeq Aly, “An Analytic Stufiy of the Postgraduate Students' Difficulties in
Writing Abstracts in English,” Benha University, November 13 2006, (accessed 20 May

2013).



databases. Thus, an abstract might serve as the only means by which a researcher
determines what information a paper contains. Moreover, a researcher might make
a decision whether to read the paper or not based on the abstract alone. Because of
this need for self-contained compactness, an abstract must convey the essential
results of a paper.’ Thus, an abstract is important because its function is providing
the information about the study in the thesis.

Student who had finished their thesis should write and produce a good and
effective abstract. To write a good one, students need to comprehend writing the
way or technique in producing a good abstract well. Moreover, they should
comprehend on the techniques and structure of writing a good abstracts and
usually systematically practice this skill during their undergraduate study and
graduate study. Nevertheless, the students who had made abstract still could not
produce the abstract which reach good criteria of abstract itself when they wrote
their abstract. However many writers still find out difficulties in writing effective
abstract. For example, as the writer analyzed some graduate students’ abstract,
most of them made mistake in using tense for abstract. They used “Simple Present
Tense” when they are referring to the methodology. In fact, the appropriate tense
for methodology or what they did during the research in abstract is “Simple Past
Tense”.* Moreover, others still miss some components of abstract and the length
of good and effective abstract. Due to the above discussion, it can be assumed that

most of the students still do not understand in writing good and effective abstract.

3John December and Susan Katz, “Abstracts,” The Writing Centre, January 12, 2005,
http://www.rpi.edu/web/writingcenter/abstracts.html (accessed 20 May 2013).

‘Robert Weissberg & Suzanne Buker, Writing Up Research: Experimental Research Report
Writing for Students of English, (USA: Prentice Hall, 1990), 192.



Based on the above description, there is possibility that students still face
difficulties in writing abstracts. Therefore, the writer wants to do a research by
entitled “Students’ Difficulties in Writing Abstract of English Department
Students in STAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa”.

B. Research Question

This study seeks to investigate learners’ writing abstract difficulties.
Following are the specific points studied:

1. What are the difficulties of graduate students of English department at STAIN
Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa in writing abstract?

2. Why do graduate students of English department at STAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala
Langsa face difficulties in writing abstract?

C. The Purpose of the Study

The purpose of research is to discover answers to questions through the
application of scientific procedures. The main aim of research is to find out the
truth which is hidden and which has not been discovered yet. Therefore, the
prominent purposes of this thesis are:

1. To find out the difficulties of graduate students of English department at
STAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa in writing abstract.
2. To describe the reason of difficulties of graduate students of English
department at STAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa in writing abstract.
D. Scope and Significance of the Study
The scope of this research is limited to the description of the difficulties

and reason made students difficult in writing abstract.




The significance of this study is as follow:
1. Theoretical
The writer hopes that this thesis would be useful to improve the learners
understanding about writing abstract. Besides, the writer hopes this thesis can
provide the readers some information about the essential of an abstract.
Therefore, the result of this research can be benefited by readers to solve their
difficulties to reach their target in writing abstract and finally could finish their
thesis easily.
2. Practical
The writer hopes this thesis can be a reference for others in the field of teaching
and learning, especially for lecturers and undergraduate students in finishing their
study.
E. Theoretical Framework

Difficulties are factors causing trouble in achieving positive result or
tending to produce negative results.’ Writing abstract is very common in academic
writing. An abstract is a concise summary of a research study, project, or journal
article. If the abstract summarizes a research study, it usually includes the problem
statement, the design and methods, the results, and the implications of the find
outings. If the abstract is based on a project or journal article, key points are
identified and described according to a specific format designated by the

. . . 6
conference organizers or journal editor.

SFebrina, The Boarding Student’ Difficulties in Listening English Dialogues Spoken by Native
Speaker, (Darussalam: Syiah Kuala University, 2007), 8.
6 Suzanne C. Beyea and Leslie H. Nicoll, “Writing and Submitting an Abstract,” Research Comner

67, no. 1(AORN 1998): 273-274.




