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ABSTRACT

Pronunciation is one of the important elements of English language that
must be concerned by the learners; since with have good pronunciation will create
the effectiveness in communicating English. But, to produce good pronunciation
in English is not easy and most difficult part for some students. It is particularly,
for students whose heavy dialect in their native language such as Acehnese
dialect. The dialect is natural based on the speakers habit in social life that little
difficult to lost when spoke in the others language, similarly when spoke or
pronounced English. The dialect exactly will influence toward the English,
especially in pronunciation The objective of this research is to investigate does
Acehnese Dialect influence toward students’ pronunciation and find out how
much Acehnese dialect influences toward students’ pronunciation of English
department at STAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa. To find out the result of the
research question and hypothesis, this research conducted quantitative approach
particularly descriptive research. The population of this research is consisted of
165 students of the third semester of English Department at STAIN Zawiyah Cot
Kala Langsa. The sampling process was administered by applying purposive
sampling technique, which the writer took 20 students of population as
representative sample. In collecting the data, the writer used two instruments that
are pronunciation test and questionnaire. The result of this research revealed that
there is the influence of Acehnese dialect toward students’ pronunciation, it
obtained from the result of analyzed data that showed the r value is -455. The
significant at a = 0,025 (two-tailed) with df = n-2=18, the result is -t count > -t
table (-2,166 > -2,101), by examine the hypothesis H; is accepted. The Acehnese
dialect influenced toward the students’ pronunciation as much as 21%, while the
amount left over 79% is influenced by the other factors which are not focused in
this research. In line with the result of the research, it is essential that the students
should more improve their English pronunciation quality since have good
pronunciation will give big contribution for better English.

Keyword: Influence, Acehnese Dialect, English Pronunciation

viii



CHAPTER1I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

Language is a communication tool that used by all of the people in the
world. It is extremely important to human interaction because it is how the people
reach out to make contract with surrounding in life. It cannot be separated in
human social context and plays important role for all of the people in their daily
life. Language also the vehicle that enables the people such as to exchange the
ideas, express their feelings, emotions, desires, share out the experiences, and in
short it makes easy in interacting with the others. Human being would find
difficulty to communicate or interact with the others without a language.

There are thousands language in the world which is not some each other.
They being varied in each country in the world however were being varied in a
region to another region. Factors that affect the differences of language are the
differences of geographical, culture, ethnics and the speakers that too diverse.
Now, one of the most important and popular languages in the world is English.

English is one of the most important languages in the world since the
beginning of the mid-nineteenth century up to the current twentieth century. It has
become the international language for business and commerce, science and
technology and international relations among countries in the world, and it is

therefore important to learn English in order to fit in the global community. Then,



English becomes the most popular language that is learnt or spoken by almost of
every country in the world as second or foreign language.

Many countries in the world has taught and learnt English in every levels
of education. English is taught as foreign language in elementary school up to
university level. The goal is to get more competence in English either oral or
written in communication. So that, the students need sufficient skills in order to
speak and write flat language well. There are four skills that learned and
commonly known in English as receptive skills and productive skills. That are,
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. All of them are important to be
understood by students. Besides those skills, English also have other components
that very important, one of them is pronunciation. It makes English more
complete and support to acquire those skills. Morever for the foreign students in
the university level as a student teacher in the future, they must mastery a good
pronunciation and able to pronounce the English utterances very well.

Pronunciation refers to produce the sounds absolutely correct based on the
phonetic symbol of the words. In English, pronunciation is important component
that must be concerned and it was viewed as an important part of communication
English. Producing good and correct pronunciation will create the effectiveness in
communicating because with good pronunciation, our English can more clearly
and easily to understand. On the contrary, Poor pronunciation can be unsuccessful
oral communication; it also makes miscommunication between the speakers and
the listeners, it also can influence the meaning on the word or sentence that

pronounced. But, perfect English pronunciation becomes the difficulty thing for



the foreign language learner, since known we already have our first language or
native language before learning the foreign language like English. Learning
English as foreign language means learning the other language which has
distinction in any aspects to our native language, especially in pronunciation.
When we learnt to pronounce the words, sentence or speak in English, it means
we start to build up new pronunciation habits that quite different to our habit in
first language.

As a big country Indonesia consisted of any ethnic who lived a region;
each has different culture and different regional language such as Javanese,
Sundanese, Maduranese, Bataknese, and Acehnese and so on. The speakersof
every those language has been different way in communicating each other and
have their own dialect based on their native language use in daily life. The dialect
also will affect when they used the same language like Indonesian or English
language. Dialect is the form of a language that is spoken in one area with
grammar, words and pronunciation that may be different from - . the same
language. Then differences of the dialect of course will give the distinctions the
way in pronunciation or accent toward a language in any society. Acehnese dialect
is the focus on this research.

In English Department at STAIN Zawiyah Cot Kala Langsa, there are
students whose first language is Acehnese and use that language in every day life.
So that they have the dialect or characteristics that influenced by acehnese dialect
in communicating. Like we know, all speakers of language have the certain

dialect in speaking or pronouncing a word based on their habit. Dialect is one of



the characteristics of speakers of language that little difficult to separated from
them. It is natural based on the speaker habit in speaking and using native
language in their daily life, similarly with the Acehnese speaker. It certainly will
affect when they spoke in the other language, especially in English.
Approximately, their dialect cannot be lost when they spoke or pronounced a
word in English. The students whose strong Acehnsse dislect prencunced English
by their style and their vernacular dialect, based on their habit in native language.
This is certainly affects the English pronunciation become is not as received
proaunciation. While, as the learner English foreign language the students should
he able to preduce good pronunciation, good sounds, stress, thyihm and
intonation, hecause it become the indicators that determine the meaning in
English. Sometinie, mother tongue dialect greatly aftects most students and brings

about many problems jn fcreign laniguage pronunciation..

Based on the discussion above, the researcher is interested in conducting a
research entitle “THE INFLUENCE OF ACEHNESE DIALECT ON
STUDENTS’ PRONUNCIATION OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT AT

STAIN ZAWIYAR COT KALA LANGSA”.



B. The Research Question
1. Does Acehnese Dialect influence on students’ English pronunciation?
2. How much Acehnese Dialect influence the students’ English

Pronunciation?

C. The Objective of the Study
This study aims at finding:
1. To investigate whether Acehnese dialect influence on students' English
pronunciation
2. To find out hocw much Acehnese Dialect influence the students’

pronunciation

D. The Significances of the Study
The result of this research hoped would be useful:

1. For the university, it can be a reference in formulating the syllab;xs for
English materials, especially in pronunciation subject.

2. For the students, it can be motivation for the students to practice good
pronunciation and more increase their competence in mastery good
pronunciation in English, especially for the studeats whose Acehnese
dialect or first language is Acehnese.

3. For the lecturers or English teachers, as a reference in making some pians
in teaching English for students from various first language background

and social background.



4. For the readers and others researchers who want to do further research
with the same as point of departure in conducting their research, this
provides information and knowledge about the influence of Acehnese
dialect toward English Pronunciation.

5. For the writer, to avoid doing error or foreign accent in English

pronunciation and ic expand ihe knowledge about correct pronunciatior:.

E. Hypothesis

Hypothesis is the tentative statement that is as an assumption or a guess
about sonething that observed.’ According to Arikunto, the hypothesis is defined
as provisionai answer toward the research probiem.? Hypothesis is divided into
two that are: Null hypothesis (Hc) is the hypothesis that declares there is no the
relationship or an influence between the variable to another one. Alternative
hypothesis (Hp) is the hypothesis that declares there is the relationship or an
influence between the variable to another one. > Then, in this research the A\-,vriter

draws hypothesis as statc below:

H; : Thereis the influcnce of Acehnese Dialect on students’ Prorunciation
H, : There is no the influence of Acehnese Dialect on students’
Pronunciation

e

! Nasution. S, Metode Research (Jakarta: PT Bumi Aksara, 2005 ), P. 39

2 Suharsimi Arikunto, Prosedur Penelitian: Suatu Pendekatan Praktek (Jekarta: Rineka
Cipta, 2002), P. 71.

3 Nurul Zuriah, Metodologi Penelitian Sosial Dan Pendidikan (Jakarta: Bumi Aksara,
2006), P. 163. -



F. Terminology
To avoid misunderstanding between the writer and the readers in defining
the terminologies of the title unit, therefore the writer would explain those in a
part.
1. Influence
The influence is the power to affect, control or manipulate something
or someone; the ability to change the development of fluctuate, fluctuating
things such as conduct, thoughts or decisions; the status of being able to
dictate the actions or behaviors of an object or person; moral or political
power over a person or group; ascendancy.
In this research, the influence that writer means is the influence of

Acehnese dialect toward students’ English pronunciation.

2. Dialect

Before discussing about Acehnese Dialect, we must know the
meaning of dialect first. Dialect refers to a linguistic variety which is
grammatically, lexically and phonologically different from other varieties.
While, Weijnen comments that: “dialect is a system of linguistic which is
used by a society to differentiate from other communities”.* According to the
American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, a dialect is a

regional or social variety of a language distinguished by pronunciation,

4 Nikolas Coupland, Dialect in Use : Sociolinguistic Variation in Cardiff English (Great
Britain: University of Wales,1988), P. 1

3 Wahya, “Mengenal Sekilas Dialektolgi: Kajian tentang Interdisiplin tentang Variasi
dan Perubahan Bahasa’. Pdf: 51, http://www.stabilia.ac.imiindexphpmodul (Accessed October
23, 2012)



grammar, or vocabulary, especially a variety differing from the standard
literary language or speech pattern of the culture in which it exists.

The work of study above, the writer indicates that dialect is the
variation of language of the people in a place or community that used in their
daily life. It has each characteristic that different with the others. Therefore,
dialect also can be as the symbol of a community which the people outside

them will know where they are from by indicated the language that they use.

3. Acehnese Dialect

There are thousands language in the world which is different in every
region or every country similarly in Indonesia, this country is rich by many
regional languages. One of them is Bahasa Aceh; it is spoken by the vast
majority of who live in Province of Aceh which is situated on the northern
tip of Sumatra. The people there commonly speak Bahasa Aceh as their first
language in interacting each other in social life in informal situation while in
formal situation the people speak Bahasa Indonesia as National Language.
The general function of Bahasa Aceh is not only as communication tool in
family or environment, but also it is as identity or symbol and obstinacy of
the province. Bahasa Aceh also has grammatical and phonological system
itself which is different to other languages. According to Wildan, Bahasa

Aceh is the mother tongue for the majority of the people of Aceh.’

¢ Definition of Dialect. http//www.eleamenglishlanguage.com/dialects/dialects. html
(Accessed on March 29, 2013)
" Wildan, Kaidah Bahasa Aceh ( Banda Aceh: Geuci, 2010), P. 3



According to discussion above, the writer takes conclusion that
Acehnese Dialect is the mother tongue for the majority of the people of
Aceh, which used as communication tool in daily life and as the

characteristics of Aceh which is different to another.

4. Pronunciation

Based on the term, in Oxford Dictionary defines Pronunciation is a
way in which a language or particular word with sound is spoken (Oxford).
While, according to Labov, pronunciation refers to the way a word or a
language is spoken, or the manner in which someone utters a word.®

In a study of the definitions above, the writer take conclusion that
pronunciation is the manner or the act to pronounce a word or sound of a

language, to create the true accent and can be understood.

¥ William Labov, Some Sociolinguistics Principles (Paulson, 2003), P. 200.



