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Application of Learning Model Make a Match to Improve 

Students’ Achievement in Writing Skill at the eighth 

grade students of SMP N 11 Langsa. 

 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This research is aimed at applying the learning model Make a Match at the 

eighth grade students of SMPN 11 Langsa. The writer wants to know the 

improvement of students’ achievement in writing by using learning model make a 

match. The design of this study is a Quasi-experimental, pretest–posttest design. 

The subjects of this study were students of SMP N 11 Langsa. The writer was 

conducted at 26 January until 10 February 2016. It was conducted in two classes. 

Each class consisted of 21 and 22 students. To collect quantitative data, the 

research conducted test before and after the research implementation. To analyze 

the quantitative data, the writer used the average scores of the test. The research 

findings are described in line with the problem statements as follows: make a 

match to improve student-learning achievement in writing skill. This is proved by 

the significant increase of the average score of the posttest control class and 

posttest experiment class. From the data analysis, the result of the calculation of 

the t- test formula was 6,52 and it was obvious that t-obtained (6,52). The writer 

can conclude that the alternative hypothesis (Ha) significance level was accepted 

and consequently null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected.  Moreover, during the 

teaching learning process using make a match model, the students showed their 

better attitudes towards the implementation of those models. They were also 

actively involved in the teaching learning process. Based on the explanation 

above, it is concluded that the use learning model make a match, improve the 

student learning achievement in writing.  

Keywords: Make a Match, Writing.  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is a phonetics symbols which is produced by people to 

communicate each other. Without the language, the people cannot interact and 

interpret themselves. So, language has the important role for human being. There 

are many of language in the world. From a lot of language, English is one of 

language which is studied almost overall the world. Therefore, English is the 

important language which is communicated in society. 

Alexander LG said that there are four basic ability to understand the 

language in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. In his book he also said 

that the most important of all basic language skills are speaking and writing. 

“Speaking and writing are the most important of these skills, since to some extent 

they presuppose the other two.”
1
  

In this section, the writer focuses on writing skill. Writing is one of the 

skills in learning English. In writing skill, student will study how to describe the 

idea into a paragraph, essay, story, and other kinds of writing product. The writing 

process was integrated with visual, motor, conceptual abilities. Conceptually, 

there are different types of genre or text that can be used, one of which is a 

narrative text. “A narrative is a text that tells a story and can be based on real 

events, short stories, myths, poems, and fairytales.”
2
 Thus narrative tells about the 

                                                           
1
 L.G. Alexander. Practice and progress . (London: Longman Group Ltd: 1975). p. viii    

2
 Maureen Hyland. Writing Text Types: A Practical Journal, (Western Australia: R.I.C 

Publications: 2009). P.iii 
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event which happened in the past time. In generally, the tense that is often used in 

narrative is past tense form. 

In a study of narrative text, students can experience difficulty in learning. 

Students might be confused what to write even though they know the topic given 

by the teacher. They are confused to write their idea about the topic and sentences 

(past tense).   

In fact, when the writer visited in class VIII SMP N 11 Langsa, found that 

students still do not understand clearly what the narrative text, and how to 

describe people, places, and things in writing English. 

Because of that problem, the writer wants to try a method that is Make a 

match. The writer hope by using this method, the students can easily write what 

they have to write in a narrative text. This method is can help the students to make 

a narrative text.  

Based on the description above, the writer wants to make a research 

entitled the Application of Learning Model Make a Match to Improve Students’ 

Achievement in writing skill at the eighth grade students of SMP N 11 Langsa. 

B. Research Question 

Based on the above background, the research question is that does the use 

of learning model make a match improve the ability of Students in writing 

especially, narrative text?  

C. The Purpose of the Study 

 The purpose of the study is to know the improvement of using learning 

model make a match in teaching writing skill especially, narrative text.  
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D.  The Significance  

  This study is intended to investigate whether teaching writing by using 

model make a match can improve the students to understand to write a study. 

Theoretically, this research can be inputs for the English teacher in creating an 

alternative strategy in teaching writing comprehension by using learning model 

make a match. And practically, this research can be used to overcome the 

problems in teaching writing comprehension. 

E. Hypothesis 

Ha =   There is an improvement in a students’ writing skill by using learning model 

Make a Match.      

Ho = There is no improvement in students’ writing skill by using learning model 

make a Match.  

F. Terminology 

 a. Writing  

  Writing is an activity to express ideas, issues, and event, filling, or 

thinking through written form. A definition of writing as a visual ability that 

important to the individual only when wish to communicate on paper.
3
  

 Writing is the activity of creating pieces of written work, such as stories, 

poems, or articles. Thinking is the basic of writing. Writing is the way for writers 

to explore their thought and ideas. It is a method of representing language in 

visual or text form. Writing systems use sets of symbols to represent the sounds of 

speech, and may also have symbols for such things as punctuation and numerals.       

                                                           
3 Heaton, Jhon.B. Writing English Language Text. (New York: Longman Group. 1989) 



4 

 

 

 

 Text is conventional form for organizing messages in a structured way that 

fits the purposes of the participants in the communication.
4
 Text formed from 

many words, phrases, sentences, and paragraphs. And text itself can be such as 

story, journal, and news etc. Generally text is always used in four English skills, 

in listening, reading, writing, and speaking. According in writing there are kinds 

of text: such report, narrative, expository, descriptive text etc. Students still make 

some errors in writing text such errors in involving tenses, clauses, verb, 

pronouns, commas, or in apostrophes.
5
  

 According to the writer, writing is an effective way to communicate and 

express our thoughts, feelings, and opinions to others. Narrative is the English text 

where the author wants to entertain the reader and for dealing with actual 

experience or representatives in different ways. Narration is a text containing four 

components. They are orientation, complication, resolution, and re-orientation.   

b. Make a Match. 

There are many learning methods. One of which is a method of learning 

cooperative, learning type of Make a Match. Make a Match method was first 

developed by Lorna Curran in searching mode variation in pairs.
6
 One advantage 

of this technique is that students seeking a partner while learning about the 

concept or topic in a pleasant atmosphere. This technique can be used in all 

subjects and for all age levels. This method is used quite fun to repeat material 

                                                           
4
 Silver, R.E., and Gogh, C.M. Text types and text. (London: Longman Group Ltd: 2004). p. 

9. 
5
 Young, T. Studying English Literature. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 2008). 

p.1  
6
 Hasan, dkk. Sejuta Jurus Mengajar Mengasyikan. (Semarang : Sindur Press. 2009). 



5 

 

 

 

that had been given previously. However, the new material can be taught with this 

method. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




